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Why Every Author
Needs a Website

A Legacy Deserves a Home Beyond the Book

AN ELEGANT GUIDE FOR MEMOIR WRITERS,
FAMILY HISTORIANS, AND AUTHORS
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In today’s publishing world, an author website is no longer optional.

It is the digital home for your story.

Whether you are publishing a memoir, preserving family history,
writing a business book, or sharing a lifetime of experiences, your
website becomes the place where readers connect with the heart

behind the book.

Social media platforms change constantly. Algorithms shift.
Posts disappear.
But your website remains.

A thoughtfully designed author website helps preserve vour legacy
while creating a pmﬁessiunal presence that builds trust, emotional
connection, and long-term visibility.

At Gold Leaf Legacies, we believe your story deserves to be
pn:s-:nu:d hcautifull}ﬂ intf:nti{:rnall}', and with timeless t:l::gant:-::,

A PROFESSIONAL AUTHOR WEBSITE HELPS YOU:

engagements and events ';___ | s N TR
[-1" 1 Showcase your memoir or \ T oy o
“* book professionally E Share media appearances

and interviews

Share family photographs
and personal history ) Create lasting emotional
connection with readers

O Build credibility and authority l:!, Promote speaking

9%  Collect email subscribers : R Al g
and future readers & " Preserve your legacy for AL et Anirds
— % ’ ....' ] *'fl-ﬂ J{.".-- lf-r-:"-;

future generations
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W sell books directly
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What to Include
on Your Author Website

Essential Pages That Tell Your Story Beautifully

A well-designed author website is more than beautiful—
it is strategic. Each page serves a purpose and helps readers
connect with you, your message, and your book.

THE ESSENTIAL PAGES

fi

HOME PAGE

Introduce who you are,
what vour book is abour,
and “Iﬂ It matters.,
Include your book
COVEr, a L-Ill.\'ar L-H" 4]
action, and an email
signup.

P

BLOG / ARTICLES

Share stories, insights,
and behind-the-scenes
moments. A blog
strengrhens your
SEQ, builds authority,
and keeps readers

engaged.
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BOOK PAGE

Highlight your book
with a compelling

ABOUT THE AUTHOR MEDIA f PRESS KIT

Provide everything
journalists, podeast
hosts, and event

Share your story,

background, and the

heart behind your book. description, reviews,

Help readers connect excerpes, and planners need—bios,
with you on a personal purchase links from photos, book covers,
level, your preferred topics, and contact
retailers. information.
(%] P W
EVENTS CONTACT EMAIL NEWSLETTER
Keep readers informed  Make it easy for readers,  Your email list is one
about book signings, media, and event of your most valuable
speaking engagements, | coordinators to reach  assets. Offer something

podcasts, and virtual
events. Include dares,
locations, and
registration links.

you. Include a contact | meaningful in exchange
for joining—like a free

chapter or family

form, email, and
social media links,
history guide.

Announce .

%::ﬂ} your official @ links a._ru:l
release date o o exclusive
bonuses

and long-term success.

Offer preorder

be

Your website is not just
a place on the internet—
| it is the digital home
| [for your legacy.

—~ e

A thoughtful website invites
readers in, builds trust,
and allows your story to
make a lasting impact.

Don't Forget Your Launch Date

Your book launch date creates anticipation, excitement, and momentum,
It gives readers a reason to return, preorder, and share.

=

. Share launch Add a
events and @ countdown
virtual to build

appearances excitement

A strong launch plan can significantly increase visibility, early reviews,

See the full
recommended
launch tmeline

on Page 6.
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Crafting a Website
[hat Reflects Your Legacy

Your website should feel like an extension of your story—

elegant, authentic, and easy to navigate. Thoughtful design
and meaningful content create an experience that connects

readers to you and the heart behind your book.

=i

REFLECT YOUR STORY THROUGH YOUR BRAND

1‘.1 = 3

pitle ="

" e S -
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TYPOGRAPHY COLOR PALETTE IMAGERY TOME & VOICE LOGO & IDENTITY
Choose fonts that Use a warm, cohesive Incorporate personal Let your words A simple, elegant logo
arc timeless, readable, palette thar refleces photos, historical reflece who you are— helps create a lasting
and aligned wich the tone and emoton images, and visual warm, wise, authentic, impression and
YOLE STOTY. of your book. elements that bring and inspiring, brand recognition.

your story o life.

ADDITIONAL FEATURES THAT MAKE AN IMPACT
EMAIL SIGNUP SEARCH ENGINE OFTIMIZATION (SEQ)
Build your community and stay Helps readers discover you online and
connected with readers for life. brings long-term visibilicy to your site. .
66 A rhoughtfully designed

DIRECT BOOK SALES MOBILE-FRIENDLY DESIGN website is more than

E Sell your book directly, offer signed copies, Ensure your website looks beautiful beatit .%H.’—fl t becomes
bundles, and special editions. and funcrions perfectly on all devices. a bri dg e between your

| story and the hearts
TESTIMONIALS & REVIEWS SOCIAL MEDIA INTEGRATION | 0 !r your rea Aers
Y Share kind words from readers, media, Connect your website with your social | i3

and those you've inspired. platforms to expand your reach. | e |

Your legacy.
= 1 Your message.

Evolve With Your Journey |

Your home online.

——

Your author website will grow with you—from the moment you begin ST

your story to long after your book is published. Update it, expand it, and
let it reflect every new chapter of your legacy.

o & -
v (324 L2
BEFORE YOUR BOOK DURING LAUNCH | AFTER PUBLICATION
Build anucipation, share updartes, Creare excitement, promote Continue sharing, inspiring,
and grow your audience. events, and connect with readers. and building your legacy.

LEAF LEGACIES Preserve. Honor. Inspire.
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Book Launches
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Create Anticipation. Build Momentum.
Leave a Lasting Impact.

Your book launch is more than a single day—
it’s a season of opportunity. A well-planned launch
builds excitement, increases visibility, and connects

your story with the readers who need it most.

= i —

WHY A LAUNCH DATE MATTERS

e a2 - e

Lawnch 70,

B Set L aucncl, D

Ef{ |

.I'__J Ee'u-l'rrf Ep.r:.m-f‘{‘_;ﬂ | :
[ FPreordder

Cormns |
CREATES BUILDS OPEMS DOORS DRIVES DEEPENS e 7 ey WRign
EXCITEMENT MOMENTUM PREORDERS CONNECTIONS o eack
Medi d 4 La unch £ v
edia, podcasts, an Vel
A launch date gives Consistent promotion ! Preorders increase Readers feel part of ¢
events are more likely il Secial Meddia f
readers something 1o leads o stronger r.h rankings and create yourr journey and oy
14 it a book wi
look forward to. visibility and sales. i carly buzz. become lifelong
a set launch date.
SUpPPOrters.
e

WHAT TO FEATURE ON YOUR WEBSITE

e P& e =

LAUNCH COUNTDOWN PREORDER INFORMATION LAUNCH EVENTS MEDIA & PRESS KIT EMAIL SIGNUP
Build anticipation with Share preorder links, Promote book signings, Provide vour bio, book Grow your community
a countdown timer to bonuses, and details virtual evenrs, live SUIMMAary, cover images, and keep readers

vour official release date. abour where your book streams, and speaking and more for easy updated every step

is available. appearances, media sharing. of the way.

A Recommended Launch Timeline

w — o — e D

6-12 MONTHS 3-6 MONTHS 1-2 MONTHS LAUNCH WEEK
BEFORE LAUNCH BEFORE LAUNCH BEFORE LAUNCH o Flodr IRanchy event
« Build your website * Reveal your cover * Increase promotion « Send email campaign
» Start collecting emails » Upen preorders » Send newsletter updates « Share reviews &
+ Share your book vision « Book interviews & « Run ads (optional) testimonials
» Begin content marketing podcasts « Collect early reviews « Encourage Amazon
« Announce events rEvViews

|

“A thoughtful launch today becomes a legacy that lasts for generations.
i

GOLD LEAF LEGACLES l Preserve. Honor. Inspire.
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Essential Marketing
for Authors

Share Your Story. Reach More Hearts.

Marketing is not about being everywhere—
it's about being intentional. Your website is the hub
that connects all your outreach and helps your message

reach the right people.

MARKETING STRATEGIES THAT MAKE AN IMPACT

23 =p o5 [

i

KEMNOW YOUR BUILD AM EMAIL LIST SHARE YOUR STORY LSE YOUR WEBSITE BE COMSISTENT
ALUDIENCE e ernatl it s one Use your blog, social Drrive traffic 1o your Consistent messaging
Understand who Vour uF'].'mlr maost valuable meclia, and newsletoer wehsite where readers and presence build
readers are and whar assers for connecting to share behind-the- can learn more and trust and long-term
matters o them. and sharing updazes. scenes and inspiration. take action. loyaley.

Speak to their hearts,

(14

PROMOTE ACROSS EVERY CHANNEL Marketing is

not about _-rfff.'g':rzg—

f 1 l! m f 30 its about sharing

the message that

SOCHAL MEDIA EMAIL MEWSLETTERS PODCASTS & INTERVIEWS  SPEAKING EMGAGEMENTS BLOG CONTENT COMMUMNITY E".n".i']".l'F].' ]-"Uf':j': Ced il .TI'E’EFTZ’.
Share updares, quotes, Keep readers informed Reach new audicnces Connect in person and Share stories, tips, Join groups and o
—
memaories, and behind- and engaged with and share vour message position yourself as a and insighrs that coriminities where
the-scenes moments., valuable content. N COmVersations. trusted voice. attract and inspire. vour readers g:lthl:r. When vour story

resonates, the right

readers will find you.

Content Ideas That Connect
Great content builds connection and keeps readers coming back.

Here are ideas to keep your website and marketing meaningful.

4 x @ 66 [0

FERSOMAL STORIES FAMILY HISTORY LESSONS LEARNED UPDATES & EVENTS INSPIRATICMNAL BEHIMD THE BOOK
: . QUOTES :
Share meaningful Highlight your Share wisdom, Share news about Take readers behind
rnoments that heritage, ancestors, sdvice, and life your book, events, Offer encouragement the =cenes of your
shaped vour life. and rradicions, lesxoms. and appearances. and timeless truths. WTIling journey.

GOLD LEAF LEGACIES | Preserve. Honor. Inspire.
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Measure Impact.
Grow Your Legacy.

Track Progress. Understand Your Readers.

Keep Evolving.

A successful author website is never “finished.”

It grows with your story and your audience.

By understanding what works, you can make better

decisions and create dcf:pﬁr connecrions.

KEY METRICS THAT MATTER

[
®0
==
VISITORS ENGAGEMENT
Track website traffic

See which pages and
ta sec how many CONEENt Fesonate most
people are discovering

YOLLF STOTY.

with your audicnee.

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

Q 4

REVIEW REGULARLY UPDATE CONTENT

Check your analytics Keep your website

monthly to identily fresh with new stories,

rrends and photos, and

opportunities,

ANMILTHCETIE NS,

<

SUBSCRIBERS

Crow your email list

and build a community

of loyal readers.

LISTEMN TC READERS

Pay artention to
feedback, messages,
and whar vour readers

are asking for.

&

Share your story

with the world.

1Y

-

SALES & CONVERSIONS
Maonitor book sales,

event signups, and other

Important actions,

il

REFINME & OPTIMIZE

[mprove your site
based on dara and
whar waorks hest for

your audicnce.

thart last.

B e o o

Build n:}rltinnshipﬁ

‘:.* | ""_'f";:"’ﬁ._

Website Goale
= Share ,-'LEI"?, ,_'?f‘;:;}.

& Cormac itk R g
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i

Leave a Lastin
i f.,? fﬂ;?ﬂc
s

STAY TRUE TO YOU

Your authentic voice
IS YOUr grearesy
strength. Let it

always shine.

Your Legacy, Amplified
Your author website is more than a collection of pages—
it's a living, breathing part of your legacy.

It connects, inspires, and creates ripples that extend far beyond your book.

l"{_r
(7

1-5" AL
.ﬂ'.i'll L] h".'l‘

Inspire athers
through your journey.

Leave a icg.‘::.":r
that endures.

Preserve
Honor:
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66

A website gives your
story wings—your legacy
gives it meaning.
ST
When you measure impact,
YOUL Ensure your story

conrinues o inspire

tor vears o CcOme.

¥z

Keep growing,
Keep sharing.
Keep inspiring,
Your legacy
matters.
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Design That Reflects 3
the Heart of Your Story. 1

SRS
Beauty. Clarity. Connection.

oy ——
""""'lm.--_.h"_I -
o —
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Design is more than how your website looks—
it's how it makes people feel.

A thoughtfully designed website invites readers in,
helps them connect, and encourages them to stay,

explore, and engage.

-I-:;i:_":---

DESIGN PRINCIPLES THAT BUILD TRUST

W @ Ve _

AUTHEMTIC CLEAR ELEGAMT RESPOMSIVE EMOTIOMNAL
Ler your story and Simple navigation Timeless design builds A beauriful cxperience Lise imagery and
personality shine helps readers find credibility and leaves on every device— swords that cpente
through every page. what they need a lasting impression, deskrop, tablet, connecction and
easily. and maobile. evoke fecling.

ELEMENTS EVERY AUTHOR WEBSITE SHOULD INCLUDE

6b

When design meets

ﬂ’ ; m ad 66 E purpose, your website

becomes more than a

HOME ABOUT BOOK PAGE GALLERY MEDIA CONTACT . : IHr ] j
; e : : : _ Page—il REcomes d
A warm welcome Share your story, Highligkt your book Share meaningful Showease interviews, Make it easy for R :
that captures who your background, with details, praise, photos, anchives, features, podcasts, readers, media, and ‘f,-"!'.lt'l.'{l'f‘1 ﬂfﬁ]’)?ﬁl’ﬂ"ﬁ‘f!l"ﬂﬁ.
vou are and whar and what inspires buy links, and and moments from and press event planners to A
you write. YEHIE WTILIng, sample chaprers. VO JOUIrmey, APPEATANCES, reach you.

Design your website
to welcome, inspire,
and make an impact.

Inspiration for Your Website
Your website should feel like an extension of your book—warm, personal,
Nery Lite . . and true to you. Draw inspiration from your story, your audience,

[ells a Story ' ' ' and the legacy you want to leave behind.

Worth

Rememebering. - ‘f.’ m @ *
| Y&

MATURAL & WARM PERSOMNAL TOUWCHES COMSISTEMT STYLE TIMELESS APPEAL
Earthy vones, sol Handwritten noues, Llse colore, bonte, and (lassic d:.'ﬁ'rgn fHEver
textures, and natural heirlooms, and family imagery that reflect gocs aut of style—
imagery create a photos bring your your voice and your legacy is
welcoming feel. story to life. YOUr MCSsage. worth timeless beauty.

GOLD LEAF LEGACIES Preserve. Honor. [nspire.
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Content That Honors.

Stories That Last. _
What to Include in Your Author Website. Sl 4

iy =
llllllll
Ll
_____

Your website is your digital legacy home.
The right content helps readers connect,
builds trust, and makes your story unforgettable.

Here are the must-have elements to include.

-
e e —— e g . — a:.-.--::.i:_-‘..;..._..‘._ .
ESSENTIAL CONTENT TO INCLUDE @ My Sty e
& The Besk ST
o Phote GGall=ry i
. o9 h_' Pecat g Mafic
° M 7 g\ e
ABOUT THE AUTHOR YOUR BOOK SAMPLE CONTENT FPHOTOS & GALLERY
Share your story, Highlight your book Offfer a preview— Use meaningful
background, and with descriptions, a chapter, an excerpt, images that bring
what inspires vou. buy links, and or a letter from your story and
reader benehis. your book. journey to life.

66

- The right content
o == ' < deh
7 .-*ff;u{wr! ﬁf.ﬂ“ f.fzﬁ:ai‘m—

it connects,

BLOG & ARTICLES PRESS & MEDIA TESTIMOMIALS CONTACT & SIGNUP
: : 1 : : FISPETES
Share insights, Feature interviews, Let readers and Make it easy for i in fb SIS,
lite lessons, and articles, podcasts, peers share how readers to reach you HH.-;.’tr i z'fri:’.’fe" ves
behind-the-scenes and media vour book has and join your i ffg:‘?f}".
reflections. appearances. impacted chem. email list. -

Your story deserves

to be seen,

felt, and remembered.

Best Practices for Meaningful Content

Your words have power. When shared with intention, they create resonance and remembrance.

& s L 2 a

KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE BE ALUTHEMNTIC BE COMSISTENT FOCUS ON VALUE MEASURE & IMPROVE
Speak to the people Weite from the heart, Update your content Ovffer inspiration, Jse data and feedback
who necd your story Honesty builds regularly to stay wisdom, and takeaways to refine and grow
'. i the most. unshakable trus, relevant and visible. if EVery post. YOUr impact.
o Pl
."_I "'_.s‘ o ¥ 1._"" i

Every piece of content is a thread in the tapestry of your legacy. d-'i-f
Choose words that honor your past and inspire your future. jf"{ﬁ

-

-

GOLD LEAF LEGACIES ] Preserve. Honor. Inspire.
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Recommended Website
Platforms & Tools

Build a Beautiful Foundation for Your Legacy.

'

The right platform makes it easy to create a website
that looks professional, functions seamlessly,

and grows with your career.

Here are trusted options authors love.

— ~SE-

TOP WEBSITE PLATFORMS FOR AUTHORS

>

MAILCHIMP

Email marketing

SQUARESPACE

H.:'rmf,j‘}.:! ffmpf:m's, All-in-one.

A user-friendly platform with stunning
designs and everything you need built in.

WORDPRESS.ORG
Powerful. Flexible. Limitless.
The most customizable platform with
thousands of themes and plugins.

WIX

Easy to use. Quick to launch.
Drag-and-drop simplicity with beautiful
designs and built-in tools.

TERTULIA FOR AUTHORS
Built for authors. Made for readers.

www.authors. l'l'!:'fl.l:l ia.com

An all-in-one platform created specifically
for authors to share their books, stories,
and ideas with the world.

il

GOOGLE ANALYTICS

Understand your visitors,

Improve your viﬁihili:}'

© ©

ESSENTIAL TOOLS THAT SUPPORT YOUR WEBSITE

JORNN

YOAST SEQ (WORDPRESS) CANVA

Deesign graphics,

?4 ﬁ'ﬁ:’]"f‘-énf"‘? 'w&j?‘,

gpens doors,
Breilals froce £

and keeps Vour story
aitve for

Heneration .

BEST FOR:
+ authors who want elegance and simplicity
* beauriful portfolios and book showeases

+ all-in-one hosting, domains, and support

BEST FOR:

+ authors who want full control

+ advanced functionality and growth

+ blogs, memberships, and online stores

BEST FOR:

+ authors who want ease and speed
* customizable templares

* built-in marketing features

BEST FOR:

+ authors who want a professional site fast
+ showcasing books, blog, events, and media
* built-in reader discovery and community

beautiful, modern templates designed for authors

44

The right platform

gives you the freedom
to focus on your

writing—uwhile your

website works for you,
24/7.

B o

S

UPDRAFTPLUS REALLY SIMPLE 55L

Back up your website Secure your website Choose what supports

made casy. Build track performance, and help readers find bock covers, and social regularly and protect ancl build truse you today and
relationships and and make smart you through search mueclia content with your hard work with an 551 EMpOowers your
grow your audience. decisions. engine optimization, ease and beaucy, with peace of mind. certificate, legacy tomorrow.

GOLD LEAF LEGACIES

Preserve. Honor. h‘r_-;‘,r__u':rner.
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Author Website
Planning Checklist

Everything You Need Before You Launch

A successful author website begins with thoughtful
planning and attention to the details that matter.
Use this checklist to ensure your website is complete,
professional, and ready to make an impact.

WEBSITE ESSENTIALS CONTENT CHECKLIST BRANDING CHECKLIST
Domain name secured | |  Homepage with clear introduction .| Brand mission or message defined
Haosting and platform chosen || About page (your story) | Consistent fonts across the site
Professional auchor photo | | Books page with details | Color palette reflects your brand

' Logo or name treatment created | | Sample chapter or preview ' | Logo and imagery are consistent
Brand colors and fonts selected || Media/Press page | | Professional photography used
= Author bio written | Testimonials or reader reviews | | Tone and voice are aligned
L] Book cover image(s) ready (] ‘Blog o articles/ssteion o e S |
: 2 . y is reflected throughout
Purchase links prepared El Bventsior sppeatances page M D feels e Filoiine
5| Cahiat Btasoreaiad : ] sign feels cohesive and elevated
| Email signup form connected l:J. P M N 1 Typographyis easy to read
_____ Social media links added L] Frequently Asked Questions ] Whitespace and layout are balanced
| Mobile responsievness checked I_! Privacy Policy page "] Visuals support your message
| Basic SEO settings completed L] Terms of Service page
| Favicon and site title set
& i &
258 alll I] | %’
LAUNCH PREPARATION GROWTH FOUNDATION 66
| Website tested on all devices | | Lead magnet or freebie created - .
| All links and buttons are working | | Email welcome sequence written }/ OUur Wi?bj e 1s H‘?b ere
] Newsletter and email s:cqucnm.:ﬁ ready || Blog strategy planned your s fﬂ'?j*’ CONLINUES
Preorder or purchase links active | SEO keywords identified |

Google Analytics connected | Social media strategy aligned ff)}'ig ﬂﬁt’?" f!jf _ﬂﬂﬂz

Google Search Console connected [ Cross-linking between pages set

' 2
Calls-to-action added P age 1s LUTTIC d

Social sharing images created |
Launch announcement plan ready [] Analycics goals established e
Backup and security plugin installed Bl Onpoiing content i created

Community or reader group considered Plan well. Launch with confidence.
| | Track and measure your progress Inspire for generations.

Final proofread of all content
Website speed optimized
Share your website with your list!

GOLD LEAF LEGACIES Preserve; Honor, Inspire.
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